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SERRA INTERNATIONAL 2007 CONVENTION

By Joe Hasbrouck, Past President

THE SERRA INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION held in
Atlanta August 9—12 used as its theme, “Faith of the Family,
Foundation of Vocations,” to present an array of

devotions and speakers to emphatically
promote the lesson that the family is the
“Domestic Church”. This is a teaching of
the Vatican Council and all of the Popes
following it. The Popes have all promoted
the family as Foundation or Cradle of
Vocations.
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We were privileged to hear and witness
devotions, homilies, and talks by three
Cardinals, five Bishops, and five
internationally known speakers. Cardinal
Ouellet, Archbishop of Quebec and
Primate of Canada, Cardinal Sandoval
Iniguez, Archbishop of Guadalajara, and
Cardinal Rigali, Archbishop of Philadelphia
and Episcopal Adviser of Serra International each celebrated
Mass and gave homilies. Archbishop Gregory of Atlanta was the
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Keynote Speaker and Archbishop Emeritus of Atlanta, John
Francis Donoghue, was the principal celebrant for two Masses.

Fr. Ricardo Bailey, as a stand in for Archbishop Gregory, gave
a dynamic sermon during the opening Mass of the convention.
He referenced Archbishop Dolan’s concept of the Culture of
Vocations as something we need to try to recreate in order to
have an environment conducive to producing more vocations.
And the family is a key factor in establishing a Culture of
Vocations, so it is particularly appropriate that the theme of the
Serra International Convention is “Faith of the Family, The
Foundation of Vocations.”

Fr Ricardo continued to expand on this theme. “To develop a
Culture of Vocations means that we must begin in the family by
praying that the Lord's will — can and will — be done in all of
our lives. Prayer is the essential plasma that flows within the
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veins of the Body of Christ. However, we must put our prayer
into action! We cannot just sit back and say, “Lord, we need
more priests, more deacons, more religious men
and women." How about praying for
someone in your family, how about
// challenging yourself to have a
generous heart? We can't continue to
wait for someone else to do what we
need to do.

State of Serra: President Bob Wright
informed us that Serra International was
strong and growing around the world. He
pointed out that Serra has a strong
connection with the Holy See. Serrans

are devoted to the Eucharist and Mary.

We have an awesome responsibility to

grow and strengthen the work of

supporting vocations. Serrans should

include families in our prayers because that is where vocations
start and develop.
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Dr. Marcellino D’Ambrosio, PhD in Historical Theology, held
us in rapt attention for an hour and a half while he spoke on
keeping the family Catholic. In the 1950s most of us practiced
Minimalism Catholicism. That is pray, pay & obey. That worked
then, but not now. We all have a vocation to holiness and
apostolic life. All Catholics are called to be missionaries and
practice new evangelism in our own backyard.

The family is the home of the church. Parents have a true
ministry. Pope John Paul I said parents have a role in the family
similar to what a pastor has in his parish. Fathers have to lead
and model Christian life. Children learn from what they see us
do and not from what we say.

Archbishop Wilton D.Gregory told us how he grew up poor
in south Chicago with mother and grandmother. As part of the



block busting housing patterns in the 50s, many neighborhoods
and parishes changed from all white to black in a year. They also
changed from heavy Catholic to other denominations. His family
lived in one of these neighborhoods. The local parish school had
the sister going from door to door to get children to attend the
parochial school. The tuition was $40 per year. His mother could
not afford even that low cost. His grandmother negotiated a deal
to get him in a better school than the public schools. She would
wash and iron the altar linens and vestments in exchange for his
tuition. His family was not Catholic. After three weeks in the
school he was so impressed with the nuns and priest, he decided
he wanted to be a priest. His mother accepted this goal with a
shrug. After all, 13 year old boys change their minds every week.
Young Wilton told the pastor he wanted to be a priest. The
pastor said that is nice; it would help if he were Catholic. So the
archbishop started his classes to become a Catholic.

Archbishop Gregory emphasized the importance of promoting
vocations and promoting the family as the source of vocations.
Again “the family is the domestic church”. As the family grows so
will vocations. He gave five actions to create a vocation culture:

¥To pray

¥To evangelize — to teach to form
¥To experience

¥To monitor — models and guides
¥To invite

Jesus is the source, guide, and model for vocations. Serrans
should keep providing resources for vocations to parishes and
dioceses.

Cardinal Ouellet urged us to strip ourselves of everything, to
give ourselves to God, and trust in his love to give us strength to
do his will.

He comes from a country that once had large families that gave
1, 2, or 3 children to the church. This is not true now. Consumer
culture for the last 40 years has damaged the family structure.
Focusing on the family may provide a new way to improve
holiness and selflessness. We should promote the importance of
the family life as the domestic church.

Cardinal Inguez: Our consumer economy requiring husbands
and wives to work has had a major impact on the family and
religious life. This has resulted in reduced vocations and
decreased parental authority and ability to transmit values to
children.

¥ Negative effects on vocations.

¥ Secularization.

¥Freedom from
responsibility for the
effects of a decision.

¥Decline in birth rate.
Loss of large
families, a source of
vocations.

¥Decline in servitude and chastity.
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Solutions to these effects:

¥ A strong faith in God and preaching the gospel and the
faith.

¥Promoting Christian values in families.

¥ Advocating relinquishment. Letting kids follow God’s call.

¥ Appreciation of the Eucharist and liturgy. The Eucharist is
the sacrament of unity.

¥The family edifies the church. The family is a convenant of
love that is the basic cell of the church.

¥Help in choosing a vocation. One of the duties of the
husband and wife is to counsel their children.

The Serra clubs in Guadalajara have encouraged families to pray
for vocations. There are 3,600 families praying together for
vocations every day.

Cardinal Rigali: Serra International: Lay Collaboration with the
Church, Lay collaboration with Christ.

We Serrans are empowered by the church to help fulfill the
mission of Christ.

The church is not ours, but Christ’s church. “You are Peter and
on this rock I well build MY church” Christ needs his members
to carry out his mission, because he willed it. We are stewards to
the church as members of the body of Christ. All of us can
contribute something wonderful to Christ’s church. There is a
pressing need for holiness of the laity. Serra clubs help to fulfill
this. The way we accomplish God’s will is through prayer and
personal purification.

Remember, our work for the Christian church is only for a
season, so there should be a sense of urgency to do His work.

In the Serra Club of Savannah we have heard many times how
families are one of the obstacles to vocations in that they
discourage their children from considering the priesthood or
religious life. Throughout this convention all we heard was that
the family is the solution to the vocation problem. We need to
discuss and develop ways to work toward this solution.



Serra, Club looks forward to
an exciting year.

Now that summer is winding down the Serra Club of Savannah is looking forward
with excitement to the activities planned for the coming year.

We will once again begin holding our regular Holy Hour for Vocations on the 1st
Thursday of the month at St. Frances Cabrini Church beginning on Thursday, Sep-
tember 6, 2007. The regular club meeting will also continue to be held on the 3rd Sat-
urday of each month with the first regular meeting being held on September 15, 2007.
As usual we will attend the 9:00 AM Mass at St. James Church to pray for more vocations,
followed by our meeting.

Upcoming topics already being worked on by Sandy Humphrey and the Programs Committee include:

Answering some questions about the Catholic church's married clergy, our Deacons and a presentation from the Mother Beasley
Society about the first African American Nun in Savannah.

And the Vocations Committee led by Rosemarie Burns, is busy pre-
paring to focus on Priesthood Sunday, the Vocations Essay contest,
and Vocations Awareness week in January.

The Elijah Cup program again has generated interest. Fr. Angell is
initiating the program with Serra's help at Sacred Heart in Vidalia.
—Suzanne Aviles, President
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