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Sister Jacqueline Griffith, SSJ, addressed the Serra Club of Sa-
vannah on January 19, 2007. Sister Jackie was born in Wilmington,
Delaware in 1953, into a middle class family.
She had a relatively conventional
Catholic upbringing attending
Catholic grammar school, where
she had her first exposure to the
Sisters of St. Joseph, who she
characterized as pious but real.
During her school days, she
often “played priest,” teaching
the altar servers their Latin as
well as how to serve at Mass. She
was also the sacristan and mu-
sic leader, which gave her a sense
of being close to the Eucharist.

She attended high school at Ursuline Academy
where she was exposed to the Ursuline Sisters. They
taught her how to live out her religion through service
projects directed at helping the poor. The 60s was a
time of transition, when the liturgy changed from mys-
terious to more familiar to the people. And she began to
feel a closeness to Jesus through liturgy.

When she finished high school, Sister Jackie wanted to
become a nun but her parents urged her to go to college so she en-
tered Chestnut Hill College in Philadelphia, run by the Sisters of St.
Joseph. After a few years she became convinced that college was not
for her, resolved her choice between the Sisters of St Joseph or the
Ursulines and in the early 70s, entered the Sisters of St. Joseph.

Sister Jackie discussed the influences which fostered her voca-
tion. Both of her grandmothers had a major impact on her decision
to become a nun. Her Polish Catholic grandmother was a faith filled
woman who set a good example. In addition her Dad’s mother, a
Methodist, was very involved with her church, committed to the
Church and God. In addition, the sisters showed her through their
presence and their works, what a life of service to God could be like.
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In her early years of formation as a Sister of St. Joseph, she was
assigned to teach in schools but her preference was to be involved in
social work. After a few years, Reverend Mother came to the conclu-
sion that Sr. Jackie was not suited for teaching and assigned her to a
home for troubled girls where she encountered young women who
were neglected as well as sexually and physically abused. During her
five years in this work, Sister Jackie was horrified as she heard their
stories of the reality, humanity and sinfulness of life.

Next she attended the University of North Carolina at Chapel
Hill where she received a Masters degree in Social Work. During the
80s she became involved politically in the NETWORK Movement
which is a national Catholic social justice ministry and lobby, that
focuses on poverty, racism and hunger and began to learn more
about Catholic Social Teaching. This led to a three year as-
signment in Wilcox County, Alabama, where she was
overwhelmed by the poverty and racism that still existed
in that area.

In 1998, at the suggestion of Sister Rose Mary
Collins, also a member of Sisters of St. Joseph, she
came to Savannah and today Sister Jackie is the Direc-

tor of Catholic Social Services. She also obtained a
Graduate Degree in Earth Literacy from St. Mary of the
Woods College, which involves how we live on earth.

She also is active as a public witness, involved in protesting at
the School of the Americas as well as speaking out against the death
penalty by prayer and witness.

The Sisters of St. Joseph have a motto,

“Love God and Love neighbor without
distinction.”

Sister Jackie exemplifies the
Mission of the Sisters of St. Joseph
to live and work so that all people
may be united with God and one
another. We are very fortunate to
have her here in Savannah.




Fromthe trina requested relief from dues for a short

. . period (at a cost of $9500).! Some clubs in
Reg!onal Director the area actually did pay dues.
SUbJeCt' Serra 7. District Governors are urged to select
Super weekend sites and send invitations to a Spring Lead-

ership and Planning Conference for all club
officers in their district. Generally, these are
held in April or May.

Having returned a
few days ago from the
Super Weekend in
Chicago, there are
several items | wish to share with you:

8. The club VP/Communications is re-
quested to view the website continually and
report news items at club meetings.

1. In the first six months of the current
fiscal year, USA Council membership de-
clined just under 1%-from 12,253 to
12,136.! Five new clubs have been char-
tered and five have gone out of business.

Thank you all for serving Serra.
God Bless,
Pat Carden

2. Dialog is currently underway concern-
ing the reorganization of Serra International
and USA Council.

3. A College Connection program
is being tested by two clubs.! It in-
volves notifying high school seniors
leaving for college where to find the
Newman Club and (or) the local
Catholic Church.

4. Priesthood Sunday is getting
more attention. Promotional mate-
rial on banners, posters, social
gatherings, etc. will be sent well
ahead of the October 24 celebra-
tion.

Serra International
President to
visit Savannah

Bob Wright, the
President of Serra
International will be
visiting Savannah
March 1 thru March 4.
He will attend our

Ron Wood

5. The serraus.org web site! is
updated almost weekly. If you want
to visit a club while traveling, the site
includes meeting times and places
for clubs.

6. A budget surplus for the
Council has turned into a small defi-
cit after clubs in the area hit by Ka-

Holy Hour on 3/1 at St Frances Cabrini Church
and we hope to have a small reception afterwards
in the church hall.

Prior to coming to Savannah he will be in At-
lanta where he will meet with Archbishop Gregory
as well as several of the Serra Clubs of the At-
lanta area. Hopefully he will be able to meet with
Bishop Boland during his visit to Savannah.



Fr. Martino be
Bible study

By Reter Paolucci

gins

In January, at our normal monthly Holy Hour, Fr. Martino
commented that while reading the article “We've learned so
much about our faith”, which appeared in the last issue of the
Serra Newsletter, it occurred to him, that as Serra Chaplain, this
is what he should be helping us to do.

Although our impressive list of programs does help us
grow as Catholics, Father proposed a more basic approach:
“Bring your Bibles to the next Holy Hour and instead of having
the readings and a homily, we’ll begin by studying the meaning
of the Eucharist, by looking at the Gospel of John.”

This suggestion was met with enthusiasm from the Serrans
so at the February Holy Hour we took the first step towards a
greater understanding of the Eucharist, the Bread of Life, the
greatest mystery of our faith.

Father asked us to read the 6™ Chapter of John’s Gospel in
preparation for his discussion. This gospel is different from the
other three, written by Matthew, Mark and Luke, which were
written soon after Jesus died and are more historical in nature,
recording the events of Jesus’ life. Each of them has an account
of the Last Supper where Jesus instituted the Eucharist, while
John’s Gospel does not.

So why study John’s Gospel to learn more about the
Eucharist?

Fr. Martino initially directed our attention to John 6:35
where Jesus says ‘T am the bread of life: whoever comes to me
will never hunger, and whoever believes in me will never thirst.”
And in verses 48, and 51, Jesus continues the theme saying, “I
am the living bread that came down from heaven. .. whoever
eats this bread will live forever; and the bread of life I give is my
flesh for the life of the world.”

Many of Jesus’ followers were troubled hearing these
words. Undaunted, in verse 53 and 54 Jesus made it perfectly
clear what he meant by saying to them, “unless you eat the flesh
of the Son of Man and drink of his blood, you do not have life
within you. Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood shall
have eternal life and I will raise him up on the last day.”

This discussion culminated in verse 56 where Jesus says
“Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood abides in me and I
in him”. Fr. Martino made a great point discussing the meaning
of “abides”, so last night I consulted the dictionary which gives
several meanings for the word as follows: to remain, continue,
stay or to have one's abode, dwell, reside. This was exactly his
point; when we receive the Eucharist, we take Jesus into our-

selves and he dwells within us.

And Jesus added, “ just as I have life because of the Father,
so also the one who feeds on me will have life because of me.”
So when we partake of Jesus in the Eucharist, we also become
one with the Father.

He contrasted this with the belief held by many Christian
sects which stresses that acceptance of Jesus as their personal
savior is the path to salvation. Clearly we have a more intimate
relationship with Jesus.

He finished up with a discussion of the real presence of
Jesus in the Eucharist citing St. Thomas Aquinas who coined the
term ‘Transubstantiation” which refers to a change of the sub-
stance of the bread and wine into that of the body and blood of
Christ. This occurs at the consecration when the priest repeats
the words of Jesus, “Take and eat: this is my body” and “This is
my blood of the covenant, which shall be shed on behalf of
many for the forgiveness of sins.”

In his review of this article, Fr. Martino elaborated on this.
OSubstanee€means what something is in itself. A hat’s
shape is not the hat itself, nor is its color the hat, nor is its size,
nor its softness to the touch, nor anything else about it percep-
tible to the senses. The hat itself (the “substancé@¥he
shape, the color, the size, the softness and the other appear-
ances, but is distinct from
them. While the appear-
ances, which are referred
to by the philosophical
term accidentse per-
ceptible to the senses, the
substance is not.
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per Jesus said: “This is my



body”, what he held in his hands had all the ap-
pearancesbread: these Oaccidentsfined
unchanged. However, the Roman Catholic Church
believes that, in accordance with what Jesus said,
the underlying reality was changed: the Osub
stance®the bread was converted to that of

his body. In other words, it actually washis

body, while all the appearances open to

the senses or to scientific investiga-

tion were still those of bread, exactly

The bread is changed into Jesus’ body, but, because
Jesus, risen from the dead, is living, not only his body
is present, but Jesus as a whole, body and
blood, soul and divinity. The same holds
for the wine changed into his blood.
It was an exciting discussion,
right in the presence of Jesus dis-
played in the monstrance on the
altar.
Next month, Fr. Martino will

as before. The Church holds that
the same change of the substance
of the bread and of the wine oc-
curs at the consecration of the

Eucharist.

continue our discussion of the
Eucharist by looking at the accounts
of the Last Supper in the Gospels of
Matthew, Mark and Luke, so come
prepared.

SERRA CLUB OF SAVANNAH

Meeting & Events Schedule 2007
Dates with “**” are not the normal meeting dates.

Feb 1 Holy Hour St Frances Cabrini 7:00 PM

Feb 24 **  Mass/Meeting St James 9:00AM  Chuck Frost
Feb 24 **  Board Meeting St James 11:00AM

!

Mar 1 Holy Hour St Frances Cabrini 7:00 PM

Mar 24 **  Mass/Meeting St James 9:00AM Electiorof Clicers
Mar 24 **  Board Meeting St James 11:00AM

!

Apr 12 **  Holy Hour St Frances Cabrini 7:00 PM

Apr 21 Mass/Meeting St James 9:00AM  Sr.Alvin Seubott
Apr 21 Board Meeting St James 11:00AM

!

May 10**  Holy Hour St Frances Cabrini 7:00 PM

May 19 Mass/Meeting St James 9:00AM Induction of fi@ers/Brunch
!

June 2 Diaconate Ordination  St. John the Baptist10:00AM

June 7 Holy Hour St Frances Cabrini 7:00 PM

June 23 Ordination St John the Baptist 10:00AM

!

July ? Luncheon for SeminarianS§t John the Baptist

!

August 9

12 Serra International Conveatlanta, GA




