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LA DU SPOTINET ITUre’
Aelzat, diglae, ue deutilae?

Youth from Nativity of Our Lady in Darien participated in one of the
Masses at the Carmelite Monastery in Savannah in honor of Our Lady
of Mt. Carmel whose feastday is July 16.

“I consider the ‘pilgrimage’ as an opportunity to encourage vocations,
among other benefits,” said Marie Schoettle, Youth Minister.

The Masses were celebrated by visiting Carmelite priest, Fr. John Mi-
chael Payne. Surrounding the statue of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel are
Julius Collado, Paula Collado, Sr. Joann Gartner, ocD, Fr. John Mi-
chael Payne, OCD, Kristian Payne-Haddock, Ericson Moore, Geraldine
Moore and Chris Porquiado. Sr. Joann is Prioress.



AT SEMINARIANS

SUMMER

INTSAVANNATKF

Matthew Ericksen, 3rd Theology; Mount St. Mary's Seminary

['was asked to write an article for the Serra Club Newsletter, but
trying to think of something to say is challenging for me. I want to
share my experiences with you, but not write “one day I did this, that
and another thing, and then the next day it was different,” because in
one sense it’s all the same: serving the Lord Jesus
Christ and coming to know Him through the activi-
ties of both days. But I'am not sure what else to
write.

In Savannah I can wake up and go down and
open the lower chapel in the Cathedral for 7:30
Mass, go to Mass, have breakfast with one of the
priests and talk while he finishes the Sudoku puzzle
in the daily paper, find there is time in the morning
for a walk and meet Mrs. McGinnis, a homeless
woman who needs something to eat and wants a
place to stay. So I help her find food. I actually de-
cided to walk with her from the church to the social
service agency, and from one place to another. We
went to seven or eight places, each of them recommended by some-
one for what they do, until one place found her a room to stay the
night, and I saw her to a bus.

Then from there I might spend some time visiting a hospital with
a priest here in Savannah who is Chaplain to almost anything, includ-
ing two of the hospitals in town. After visiting several patients, includ-
ing a young woman who just lost her right leg, and an older woman
who believes that the mafia in South America are out to get her, we
may find a place to have a late lunch.

After that I could come back to the Cathedral, take a short siesta,
and then study Latin— one of the priests here is kind enough to help
me with it. Then go and pray— there is perpetual adoration here at
the Cathedral — and then it will be time for dinner with Monsignor
O'Neill, Fr. Clark, and perhaps one or two other folks. These dinners
are very educational, enjoyable , and entertaining as I hear about their
experiences from the Seminary, from their first few years as young
priests in Savannah, or about the goings on in the parish during the
present day. That may be followed by a Legion of Mary meeting at St.
Benedict the Moor parish, where besides praying the Rosary and
meditating on Mary, the members will discuss who is visiting whom
and how they are doing, and who will go to visit which of the shut-ins
and sick of the parish in the upcoming week; and I hope I might go
with them the next day to the nursing home. On the way back, it is a
short enough distance to walk and late enough to be almost cool
outside. I stop and talk with Rose-of-Sharon residents (The Rose of
Sharon is subsidized housing for the elderly) and I learn about what
Savannah used to be like. Then I wander back to the Cathedral and
wonder, “What will I ever write for the Serra Club Newsletter?”

Each day is different. Some days I am principally at the Cathe-
dral, others at St. Benedict’s. I've been asked to help out at the soup
kitchen run by the Social Apostolate. Fr. Young, the Port Chaplain,
has been kind enough to allow me to accompany him on more than

one occasion, including visiting the port and the
sailors on board their ships or as he visits the hospi-
tals. He is the priest that I mentioned as chaplain of
so many places here in Savannah. T help serve at the
Masses on the weekend at the two parishes where
am assigned, or perhaps I can go one Saturday to
serve at the prison Mass. That was fascinating, actu-
ally. I'sat down and starting speaking with one of
the inmates and discovered he was from one
county over from my home county, and that we
were the same age and had a certain amount in
common, until he asked “but you had enough
sense never to end up in a place like this, right?”
What do you say? If I had said yes am I implying “but
you obviously had no sense, because here you are!”?

Not every day is full, and there is time also for recreation. I've
enjoyed jumping into a soccer or Frisbee match at Forsyth Park,
planning a visit with my sister on a day off, or with seminarians in
Macon, catching a minor league baseball game, playing junior out-
burst with a home-schooling family (I am still not sure which team
won, but our side had the advantage as our team had the first turn) or
going out to the beach at Tybee with friends who were passing
through town.

Now that I have shared a little about my summer here, I ask for
your prayers, that I, and all the seminarians for our diocese, may
rightly discern God’s call in our lives, and that we may grow closer to
Jesus and bring so many others with us throughout our lives. Let’s
also pray for many more to join us, and many to consider the life as
religious brothers and sisters. And let’s pray for holy families, where
vocations are born and prayer is best taught and the faith passed on.
Besides producing vocations for our diocese, it is these families that
help keep our priests human! Through their generous, prayerful,
self-sacrificial, and joyful lives, they are inspirations and wonderful
examples to the priests as well. You know the priest’s job is to help
the laity to become holy. But through your prayers, your living and
struggling to live your vocation, and in so many ways, the laity help
the priests be well rounded, hopeful, motivated When [ was coming
here to Savannah, a priest taught me this Latin phrase: Oremus pro
invicem — Let’s pray for one another. You are in my prayers.

Peace be with you,

Matthew



Southem Catholicism Yelds \bcations

Fr. Tim McKeown, Vocation Director, reflects on the success of gaining new priests for our diocese.

Among a nationwide shortage of
priests, vocations are thriving in the
South. Twenty-two men have been or-
dained for our diocese since 2000.

Amidst the Live Oaks draped with
Spanish Moss and rows of cotton fields
the Catholic Church is going strong in
Georgia. Although the Deep South is not
synonymous with Catholicism, and the
Diocese of Savannah is only about four
per cent Catholic, it would be a mistake
to think that the lack of numbers equates
to a lack of vigor. There are growing
numbers of very faithful Catholics
throughout the South.

In fact, perhaps these smaller num-
bers make for a more vibrant faith. One is
usually not a cultural Catholic in the
South since Catholics generally must
swim upstream. Being in the minority
means being asked very often if you wor-
ship Mary, pray to statues or any number
of misunderstood practices. Catholics
must make a choice to know and live
their Faith.

Recently the National Catholic Regis-

ter did a study (January 14-20 issue)
which looked at one indicator of fervent
faith. They examined the ratio of the
number of priests ordained to the num-
ber of Catholics in the diocese. The Dio-
cese of Savannah was second in the na-
tion of most priests ordained per Catho-
lics in 2006. Among other southern dio-
ceses in the top ten were Alexandria, LA,
Knoxville, TN, Pensacola-Tallahassee, FL
and Memphis, TN.

What factors play into these num-
bers? The author of the article, Tim
Drake, noted that 78% of the men being
ordained “said they were initially invited
by a priest to consider the priesthood.” In
the Diocese of Savannah we have been
blessed with good, strong holy priests
who provide a good model for young
men. When a priest lives his vocation
well, a young man can say, “I could see
myself being a priest.” Certainly many of
these newly ordained are of the John Paul
II generation. His beautiful witness of
priesthood spoke to many hearts. The
fervent example of Bishop Boland plays a
key role in Vocations. He strongly sup-
ports the seminarians and his accessibility
and joy is noted by the seminarians.

Fr. Tim Donahue, pastor of Most
Holy Trinity in Augusta pointed to the
importance of Eucharistic adoration. “It is
a building block for vocations. I have dis-
covered that more than a few vocations
have come from men with a devotion to
the Blessed Sacrament, who found their
calling by spending time with Christ in
adoration or prayer before the taberna-
cle.” The growing practice of Holy Hours
and even perpetual adoration have been a
factor in vocational growth. When men
quiet their hearts to hear the “Fisher of
Men” they may hear an invitation.

In the Register article Deacon
Johnny Johnson* noted that many of the
men being ordained today are young.
Speaking of his seminary, Mount St.
Mary’s in the Bulletin of the Savannah
Diocese Vocation Office he said, “We
have 150 to 160 guys here. All of them,
with the exception of one or two, are
about my age. There’s a fresh, vital spirit
among the young guys. They are ready to
go out, be good priests, remain faithful to
their state in life, and do their best to
serve and defend the Church.”

There is certainly a vitality in the
priesthood in the Diocese of Savannah.
With this June’s priestly ordination we
will have had 22 new priests ordained in
this new Millennium! It would be simplis-
tic to try to explain this surge based on
two or three factors. Suffice it to say that
the Holy Spirit is active today issuing the
call for young men to consider the call to
be “fishers of men.” Many young men are
dropping their nets, leaving their boats
and heeding the call to preach the Gospel
in the Deep South.

Reprinted with permission from
savannahpriest.com

*Deacon Johnson was ordained a
Priest June 23, 2007
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Past President's
Report
2006-2007 Year

We have finished another year for the Serra Club of Savannah. It has been a year
of growth for religious vocations, the club, and each of us. Let us praise the Lord
and give thanks.

/5 Y
Past-President, Joe Hasbrouck
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The Club has promoted, affirmed, and supported religious vocations by
« Having monthly Holy Hour for vocations
» Vigorously encouraging the practice of saying the vocation prayer at every Mass in the deanery
« Maintaining a pen pal program with the seminarians
« Sponsoring an essay contest on vocations for 7th graders
« Organizing several 31 Club programs in the Deanery
« Assisting with Luncheons and Dinners for Seminarians
« Giving a Serra stole to each new priest
» Assisting and attending ordinations for Deacons and Priest
« Helping in the set up of receptions after ordination ceremonies
» Having a Serra table at parish fairs and activity fairs
« Organizing a memorial Mass for Dariusz Zurek
« Providing assistance in transportation, housing, and emergency financial support for seminarians as requested by Fr. Tim
McKeown, Vocations Director
» Sending Christmas cards to all priests, seminarians, and religious in the diocese

The Program Committee has helped us grow in our faith by scheduling interesting, informative, and inspiring speakers at the club
meetings. Our Club Chaplain, Fr. Martino, has helped us grow in our faith and knowledge by teaching and inspiring us with his
sermons on the major tenets of our faith and the Good News of Jesus. The monthly Holy Hours have enriched our prayer life.

The Communications Committee has published outstanding newsletters. These keep us, and all the parishes in the diocese, in-
formed on our activities. The newsletters also give a synopsis of the speaker’s talks and Vocation events. The wide distribution in
and outside of our diocese promotes vocations and prayers for vocations.

The Membership Committee had a very good year. We were able to add five new members to the club. The membership now
stands at 36 registered members. New Officers were elected and installed in May. Unfortunately we do not have a President Elect.
This will put a considerable strain on the club next spring.

In addition to working in the Savannah Deanery, the club has been working with three other sites in the formation of new clubs.
Peter Paolucci has led this effort with Augusta, Macon, and Charleston, SC. All three locations have the blessing and support of

their bishops.

[ have enjoyed working for you as president the past year and thank you for the opportunity. May God bless us and the club’s ef-
forts.

Joe Hasbrouck



