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Our Prayers Have Been Answered
ON SATURDAY JUNE 23, 2007, BISHOP BOLAND ORDAINED FOUR YOUNG MEN AS PRIESTS FOR 
THE DIOCESE OF SAVANNAH. OUR DIOCESE HAD BEEN TRULY BLESSED WITH THE ORDINATION 
OF 14 NEW PRIESTS OVER THE PAST THREE YEARS.

The Cathedral of St. John the Baptist was filled to capacity 
as people came from all over the Diocese to witness this won-
drous event. Aaron Killips, David Koetter, John Johnson and 
Stephen Pontzer became priests according to the order of 
Melchizedek and joined the ranks of the diocesan priesthood to 
minister to the faithful. This was truly a blessed event for their 
families and our entire diocese. Members of the Serra Club of 
Savannah continued their tradition of witnessing the fulfillment 
of the work of the Holy Spirit by attending the Ordination again 
this year. 

The celebration began with the entrance hymn “O God 
Beyond All Praising" where the choir sang, 

ÒYou are a priest forever within GodÕs church on earth, In 
the order of Melchizedek, a priest before your birth,

Called out to be our pastor, the flock of Christ to serve;

From the humble to the haughty, the Word of God make 
heard,

To celebrate the sacraments in fitting praise proclaim,
In the love of the Holy Trinity, give honor to GodÕs name.Ó 
In the reading from Hebrews we heard again that,
“Every high priest is taken from among men and made their 

representative before God, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins.... 
No one takes this honor upon himself but only when called by 
God and declared to be a priest of the order of Melchizedek.”

In his Homily, Bishop Kevin Boland said, “How blessed we 
are to celebrate Holy Orders on this day. Christ is present at the 
heart and soul of this celebration.” He thanked the parents of 
these young men for their faithful adherence to their marriage 
vows.  “Vocations don’t grow on trees. They come from families 
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where strong 
Christian values 
are practiced,” 
he continued. 
He also thanked 
the people of 
the diocese for 
their constant 
prayers for an 
increase in voca-
tions, as well as 
the Holy Spirit 
for what He has 
accomplished in 
our midst. 

Bishop Boland announced the following assignments for 
these new priests as follows:

Reverend John Johnson: Appointed Parochial Vicar of 
Sacred Heart Church, Warner Robins.

Reverend Aaron Killips: Appointed Parochial Vicar of St. 
John the Evangelist Church, Valdosta.

Reverend David Koetter: Appointed Parochial Vicar of St. 
Teresa of Avila Church, Grovetown.

Reverend Stephen 
P o n t z e r : A p-
pointed Parochial 
Vicar of St. James 
Church, Savannah.
And Reverend 
Mr. Mariusz Fuks, 
ordained a transi-
tional deacon on 
June 2, 2007, was 
appointed to St. 
Mary on the Hill 
Church, Augusta, 
for diaconal minis-
try.

A reception followed in Sister Jude Walsh Hall immediately 
after the ceremony.   Once again the Serra Club presented 
stoles, emblazoned with the Serra emblem, to the new priests. 
This year the stoles were made by the Carmelite Sisters here in 
Savannah, who did a beautiful job.

Surely the Lord of the Harvest has heard and answered our 
prayers. 

—Suzanne Aviles

Four new Priests concelebrate with Bishop Boland

Parishoners and friends receive first blessings

Left: Fr. Stephen Pontzer 
greets parishoners at the 
Cathedral of St. John the 
Baptist following his first 
Mass.
Right: Newly ordained Dea-
con Mariusz Fuks chats at 
reception after his ordina-
tion on June 2nd. Mariusz 
is the only one scheduled 
for Priestly Ordination in 
2008.
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On June 14th Serra USA was featured on EWTN’s program “Life on 
the Rock”. Father Francis Mary Stone, MFVA, interviewed the Serra USA 
Council Episcopal Advisor, Bishop Blasé Cupich of Rapid City, SD; Gary 
Davis, Serra USA Council President; and Lloyd Crockett, Serra Interna-
tional President Elect. They discussed the new Serra initiative called “Col-
lege Connection.” The program assists graduating high school seniors by 
providing information on Catholic resources at the college which they 
plan to attend. Program coordinators also contact the Catholic officials at 
the school and provide the student’s name and address so the school can 
make contact with the student. For information on what councils are 
doing to implement this program go to www.serraus.org and search for 
“College Connection”

Fr. Francis Mary asked about the growth of vocations in the United 
States and Bishop Cupich stated that we appear to be stable, although 
there is concern about vocations keeping up with the needs of a growing 
Catholic population. He stated that 3 out of 4 priestly vocations come 
about after an ordained priest issues and invitation to a young man to 
consider priesthood. To assist in developing an interest in Priesthood and 
to affirm the vocation, the video “Fishers of Men” was created by the US 
Council of Catholic Bishops. The website for more information on the 
video is: http://www.usccb.org/vocations/cupich.pdf. According to the 
website “Fishers of Men program is an opportunity for priests within a 
religious community or presbyterate to create an atmosphere, climate, or 
culture whereby young men are effectively invited and can courageously 
respond to God’s call to the priesthood.

Lloyd Crockett talked about the tasks of Serrans. He explained that 
Serra originally started as a means of improving faith of its early members 
and was modeled after the Rotary Club lunch time meeting schedule. 
Later, the group was approached by the Seattle Bishop and asked to assist 
with encouraging vocations. He emphasized that prayer is first and fore-
most the foundation of all Serra activities.

The program was a nice overview of Serra and a good introduction 
to new programs initiated by fellow Serra clubs.

—Suzanne Aviles
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