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NEWSLETTER
Apathy Undermines Our F

Jerry McManus introduced Fr. Mark Ross, Pastor of St. James Par
on Saturday November 17, 2005. He humorously reflected on Fr. R
achievements as well as his willingness to serve if called to be Pop

Fr. Ross began by commenting that OApathyO is a major problem
day. Many people no longer have a fear of God nor have any sensg
towards their creator. Vocations are down because there is a lack g
people, parents, and the church. The only way not to be apathetic i
with God.

At times a vocation is promoted as a profession, yet marriage fsalg®
never called a profegsirone considering a vocation, must first and fof@mo
God. One should be enthused and excited about Jesus. A Vocatio
from Christ to follow Him.

OWhy did | become a priest?O Fr. Ross asked. OFrom an early ag
marked to be a priest. | had a deep love for the Eucharist. | rememl
serving at daily mass. | loved it.O

But he resisted these feelings. He told an advisor, Fr. Mike Smith, t
want to be a priest. But others kept reminding him of how he seeméd
of his best friends said, OYou always said you wanted to be a-pries
cepted his call and when he was ordained, God gave him the grace
was meant to be a priest.

The Roe v Wade Supreme Court decision in 1973 that legalized abortion is an attack on human life. Whe
back then?

Fr. Ross has been involved in the Pro Life movement since his early days as a priest. He organized a Ho
Pro Life Rosary. OIf we are not concerned about the sacredness of human life, how can we call ourselve:
Evil has no expiration date. If we donOt attend to it, just like a cancer it will grow, fester, and kill.O

Catholics must be more proactive and evangelical to combat this evil. It is not enough to go up to Washin
pate in the March for Life once a year. We must pray and focus on Christ to understand what life means.

Fr. Ross recalled something on the march that had a big impact on him. A woman was holding a sign whi
my abortion.O

OWe all have something to regret. We are all connected to the abortion issue,O he concluded.
NPeter Paolucci



Vocation Vocation Retreat
Essay  Coming Up
contest [meetesemono

Retreat on December 28" and 29t
The Serra Club of Savan at the New Ebenezer Retreat Cen-
nah works to create an ter in Springpeld.
environment conducive to
vocations in the Diocese.
One facet of this work is

the Vocation Essay Contest our club is sponsoring- This is ﬁPeO_%@Ed serve the meals (2 lunches,
ond year for the contest. 2 dinners and 1 breakfast) as well

as buy supplies and set up before
All of us must follow the example of Christ and serve the need

others. The earlier young people become aware of the possibi ¢
a religious vocation, the better are their chances of exploring it 4

As before, volunteers are needed to

the CCD programs are invited to write essays. Each year the [" -

san Vocation Director suggests a topic for the essays. This ye"‘“_‘p

and will be submitted to the studentOs teacher. The teacher W

the three best essays from her class. These three will be =

submitted tp the V.OC"J.ltlotn Commrlet;tee by Dec Marilyn & Byron Stephens and Sherm Stephens

The Committee will p'dé’t.ﬁé. and'Splace esse (no relation) working hard at a 2003 Retreat

from the schools and a similar set from the CIEESSE

grams. the retreat. Due to the nature of the
facilities, as well as the relatively

First place V\{i_nners from both sets will _receivg a $100 US Sayify size of the group (12-15),

Bond, a certlf_lcate awarde_d at the April meeting of the Se”argabl'%reparation in advance of the

and have their essay published in the Southerid@russ. The

. . . g .event is a possibility.! Fr. Tim will
39 place winners will have their certificates presented at thelrgc,hool. P . /
advise more specipbcs.!

b

The important aspect of this program is to get as many studénts as
possible to think about their relationship with God and how dmiéfigsted parties should contact
ious vocation can enrich that relationship. Last year approxineigeRaolucci at
120 students participated in the contest. This year our goal igtephanv@aol.com to volunteer.
200+ students take part in the contest.

NJoe Hasbrouck



Icy roads blamed in seminarian's death

Dariusz Zurek, 25, a Polish seminary student driving north wiithaiésggviag,
diedTuesday night when a tractor-trailer plowed into two cars disabled along
state 70 in &ghington Counkylling him as he inspected the vehicles.

Dariusz, a native of Poland, was a second-year seminary student with the L
Savannah, attending Mount Stsi8amary in Emmitsburg, Maadtee year
from becoming an ordained deacon and two years from priesthood.

Dariusz Zurek

"This is a reminder of the fragile state of life and especially how transitory our lives are," 3 o
said the Rev. TimMcKeawn, the vocations director of the Diocese of Savarmoh. 2nd Theology

Dear Members of the Serra Club,

Thank you for your prayers and support. | have been working steadily with a funeral home in Pittspurgh and th
Coroner'sfate to make the final arrangements for Dariusz and fulfill the wishes of his family these past days.

| will leave for Poland on Monday .vidtetFand Mariusz Fuks. Dariusz funeral will be in Palasdagn
In Savannah, @hursdayDec. 1 at St James at 7:00 p.m. the Bishop will celebrate a Memorial Mass| for Dariusz.
May he rest in the peace of Christ.

Peace,
Fr. Tim

UPCOMING EVENTS

DEC 2 Holy Hour @ St Peter the Apostle 6:00 PM
DEC 10 Christmas Program
DEC 28-29 Vocation Retreat

JAN 5 Holy Hour Published by

. The. Serra.Club of Savannah
JAN 15-20 Vocation Awareness W eek Supporting Vocations in the Diocese
JAN 21 Serra Club Meeting NIRNRINKRNKRNRRNRNRRN
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